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BETTER THAN THE INCARNATION? 
"This life became visible." —1 John 1:2 

St. John proclaims the Incarnation in a spectacular fashion. The God Who is outside of time and space has 
entered into both in order to be with us, to become flesh and make His dwelling among us (Jn 1:14). Human 
beings could see, touch, hear, and even eat Jesus, the Word made flesh (1 Jn 1:1-2; Jn 6:50-58). St. John never 
got over the marvelous truth of the Incarnation, that the majestic God of Whom he wrote could be embraced, 
heard, and seen. John even leaned back against Jesus and felt Jesus' Sacred Heart beating. John knew what he 
was talking about when he wrote of the Word becoming flesh (Jn 1:14; 1 Jn 1:1ff). 
Yet Jesus told John, and us: "It is much better for you that I go" back to heaven and leave this earth (Jn 16:7). 
John knew that the incarnate presence of Jesus would remain with us in "a more excellent" (Heb 8:6) way 
through the Eucharist (Jn 6:56) and the Holy Spirit (Jn 16:7-14). He tells us: "This is how we know that He remains 
in us: from the Spirit that He gave us" (1 Jn 3:24). Likewise, John advises us that Jesus promises that anyone who 
"feeds on My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in" that person (Jn 6:56). 

Believe that Jesus remains with us in a "more excellent" way. With St. John, see and believe (Jn 20:8). 

Prayer: Father, send the Holy Spirit to utterly amaze me at the realization that Jesus died on the cross for me. 
Promise: "What was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we 
have looked upon and our hands have touched — we speak of the Word of life." —1 Jn 1:1 
Praise: St. John's exhortation in his old age was: "Little children, love one another" (see 1 Jn 4:7). 
https://www.presentationministries.com/obob/obob.asp?lang=en&d=12/27/2018 

 

KEEP CHRISTMAS IN CHRIST  
"This enduring love came through Jesus Christ." —John 1:17 

For hundreds of years, the coming of the Messiah had been prophesied. "They name Him Wonder-Counselor, 
God-Hero, Father-Forever, Prince of Peace. His dominion is vast and forever peaceful" (Is 9:5-6). However, when 
the Messiah finally was born, "there was in Him no stately bearing to make us look at Him, nor appearance that 
would attract us to Him. He was spurned and avoided by men" (Is 53:2-3). "The inhabitants of Jerusalem and 
their rulers failed to recognize Him, and in condemning Him they fulfilled the words of the prophets which we 
read sabbath after sabbath" (Acts 13:27). "He was in the world, and through Him the world was made, yet the 
world did not know Who He was. To His own He came, yet His own did not accept Him" (Jn 1:10-11). Jesus was 
born in a stable and laid in a manger because there was already no room for Him in the hearts of many (Lk 2:7). 
Jesus, emptied of His glory (Phil 2:7), all too human, the suffering Messiah, continues to be easily rejected. He 
is so easily rejected that over a billion people can celebrate His birthday without giving Him a present, or even 
a thought. Will you be among the shepherds who notice Jesus — or even among the wise men who worship 
Him? Will you be like Mary and Joseph and let the Lord totally disrupt your life — all for the Baby Jesus? Will 
you put Christ ahead of Christmas? Reject anything in Christmas not pleasing to Christ. Accept Him as Lord and 
Savior of Christmas. 

Prayer: Father, give me a "Mary" Christmas. May I love Jesus as Mary does. 
Promise: God "has spoken to us through His Son." —Heb 1:2 
Praise: Praise the Christ-Child, Love incarnate! 
https://www.presentationministries.com/obob/obob.asp?d=12/25/2015 
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2019 California Tour  
 
 

Classical Choral Music; Folk Songs and Spirituals; Songs of Notre Dame 
 
 

Tuesday, January 8, 7:30 PM 
St. Theresa Catholic Church 

1041 Lyons Ave. 
South Lake Tahoe CA 

 
 

Free and open to the public; offering will be taken 
 

For more information: 574-631-9457, dstowe@nd.edu 
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