ELEVENTH SUNDAY ORDINARY TIME A, JESUS SENDING HIS
DISCIPLES

The Gospel begins with a beautiful statement: "At the sight of the crowds, Jesus'
heart was moved with compassion for them, because they were troubled and
abandoned, like sheep without a shepherd."

If God were to ask me, "What virtue would you like to receive?"” I would answer
without hesitation: compassion. Everything Jesus did flowed from His
compassionate heart. He fed the hungry, healed the sick, forgave sinners, welcomed
outcasts, and comforted the suffering—all because He was moved with compassion.

The word compassion comes from the Latin COM & PASSIO meaning "to suffer
with." It is not merely feeling sorry for someone; it is entering into another person's
pain and carrying it with love. A compassionate person does not rush to judge or
criticize. Instead, he asks, "What happened to this person? Why is she acting this
way? What burden is he carrying?" Compassion changes our perspective. We stop
seeing people as problems and begin seeing them as brothers and sisters loved by
God. A young boy was carrying his younger brother on his back. The younger
brother was crippled and could not walk. As the boy climbed a steep hill, a man
watching him felt sorry and asked, “Son, isn't that a heavy burden for you?”

The boy immediately replied with a smile, “Burden? No, sir. He is not a burden. He
is my brother.” The man was deeply moved. The weight on the boy's shoulders had
not changed, but his perspective changed everything. Love transformed the burden
into a privilege.

When someone belongs to us, we do not quickly condemn them. We try to
understand them. This is how Jesus looked at the crowds. He saw beyond their faults
and recognized their deep need for love, guidance, and healing.

Jesus then tells His disciples: "The harvest is abundant, but the laborers are few. Ask
the master of the harvest to send laborers into his harvest." The first qualification for
a laborer in God's vineyard is not talent, education, or success. It is a compassionate
heart. A heart that sees as Jesus sees and loves as Jesus loves.

Christ Gives Authority Over Evil

Jesus summons the Twelve Apostles and gives them authority over unclean spirits
and over every disease and illness. The names of the Apostles are listed one by one,
reminding us that Christ entrusts real people with His mission and His power.



What does this authority over unclean spirits mean? As Catholics, we believe that
evil is not merely an idea or a symbol. Satan and demonic spirits are real. Jesus
Himself repeatedly confronted and cast out demons during His public ministry. If
we believe in Jesus and the Gospel, we cannot simply dismiss the reality of evil
spirits. In the Lord's Prayer, Jesus taught us to pray, "Deliver us from evil." He would
not teach us this prayer if evil were not real.

At the same time, we should not become obsessed with demons or imagine that
every problem is caused by them. The Church teaches that Christ is infinitely more
powerful than Satan. The focus of the Gospel is not the power of evil but the victory
of Christ over evil.

The ordinary battle against evil takes place in our hearts every day. Whenever we
give in to hatred, jealousy, resentment, gossip, pride, judgment, or selfishness, we
allow the spirit of evil to influence our thoughts and actions. Whenever we choose
forgiveness, kindness, humility, truth, and love, we allow the Holy Spirit to guide
us. Therefore, the question is not whether evil exists; the question is: Which spirit is
guiding my life today? Is it the Spirit of Christ, leading me to compassion, mercy,
and holiness? Or am I allowing negativity, anger, and selfishness to take control?

The good news of today's Gospel is that Jesus has given His Church the power to
overcome evil. Through prayer, the sacraments, the Word of God, and a life of faith,
we can live in the freedom of the children of God. Let us ask the Lord today: "Jesus,
protect me from evil and fill me with Your Holy Spirit.

Start with the "Israel" God has given you

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells the apostles: "Go rather to the lost sheep of the house
of Israel.” At first glance, this sounds surprising. Why not send them immediately
to everyone? Later, after the Resurrection, Jesus will indeed command them to go
to all nations. But first, He sends them to their own people.

There is a lesson here for us. In every life there is a known area and an unknown
area. Before trying to change the whole world, God asks us to begin with the people
closest to us: our family, our relatives, our neighbors, our workplace, our parish.
That is our "Israel."

Sometimes we are eager to correct strangers while neglecting those whom God has
already entrusted to our care. Jesus says: start where you are. Be a witness of faith,
kindness, forgiveness, and charity in your own circle first.



There is another lesson. Jesus tells them not to enter Samaritan territory at this stage.
Spiritually, this reminds us not to rush into judging situations we do not understand.
Many times we criticize people without knowing their struggles, wounds, or
circumstances. We enter territories that we do not know.

Before judging others, we must learn humility. Only God sees the whole picture.
Instead of criticism, let us offer understanding; instead of condemnation, let us offer
prayer.

When the apostles were faithful to their mission in Israel, Jesus later entrusted them
with the whole world. The same is true for us. If we are faithful in the small circle
God has given us today, He will open wider doors tomorrow.

So let us ask ourselves: Who are the "lost sheep" in my own Israel—my family, my
community, my workplace? Perhaps Jesus is sending me to them first. Before
reaching the ends of the earth, let me begin with the people God has already placed
in my life. May the Sacred Heart of Jesus, overflowing with mercy and
compassion, transform our hearts. May we learn to see every person as Jesus sees
them and become instruments of His love in the world. Amen.



UNDECIMO DOMINGO DEL TIEMPO ORDINARIO (CICLO A): JESUS
ENVIA A SUS DISCIPULOS

El Evangelio comienza con una hermosa afirmacion: “Al ver a la multitud, el
corazdn de Jess se conmovid de compasion por ella, porque estaba afligida y
abandonada, como ovejas sin pastor”.

Si Dios me preguntara: “; Qué virtud te gustaria recibir?”, responderia sin vacilar:
la compasion. Todo lo que Jesus hizo broté de su corazén compasivo. Alimento a
los hambrientos, san6 a los enfermos, perdono a los pecadores, acogid a los
marginados y consold a los que sufrian; todo ello, porque se sinti6 movido a
compasion.

La palabra compasion proviene del Latin COM y PASSIO, que significa “sufrir
con”. No se trata simplemente de sentir l4stima por alguien; es adentrarse en el dolor
de otra persona y llevarlo con amor. Una persona compasiva no se apresura a juzgar
ni a criticar. En cambio, se pregunta: “;Qué le ha pasado a esta persona? ;Por qué
actua asi? ;Qué carga lleva consigo?”. La compasion transforma nuestra
perspectiva. Dejamos de ver a las personas como problemas y empezamos a verlas
como hermanos y hermanas amados por Dios. Un nifio llevaba a su hermano menor
a cuestas; el pequefio sufria una discapacidad y no podia caminar. Mientras el nifio
subia una colina empinada, un hombre que lo observaba sinti6 lastima y le pregunto:
“Hijo, /no es esa una carga muy pesada para t1?”.

El nifio respondié de inmediato con una sonrisa: “;Una carga? No, sefior. El no es
una carga. Es mi hermano”. El hombre se sintié profundamente conmovido. El peso
sobre los hombros del nifio no habia cambiado, pero su perspectiva lo transformé
todo. El amor convirtid la carga en un privilegio.

Cuando alguien nos pertenece, no lo condenamos apresuradamente; tratamos de
comprenderlo. Asi es como Jesus veia a las multitudes: miraba mas alld de sus
defectos y reconocia su profunda necesidad de amor, guia y sanacion.

Entonces Jesus dice a sus discipulos: "La cosecha es abundante, pero los
trabajadores son pocos. Pidan al duefio de la cosecha que envie trabajadores a su
mies". El requisito principal para un trabajador en la vifia de Dios no es el talento,
la educacion ni el éxito, sino un corazén compasivo; un corazoén que ve como ve
Jesus y ama como ama Jesus.

Cristo otorga autoridad sobre el mal



Jesus convoca a los doce apostoles y les da autoridad sobre los espiritus impuros y
sobre toda enfermedad y dolencia. Los nombres de los apostoles se enumeran uno a
uno, recordandonos que Cristo confia su mision y su poder a personas reales.

(Qué significa esta autoridad sobre los espiritus impuros? Como catdlicos, creemos
que el mal no es simplemente una idea o un simbolo; Satands y los espiritus
demoniacos son reales. El mismo Jesus se enfrentd a los demonios y los expulsé
repetidamente durante su ministerio publico. Si creemos en Jesus y en el Evangelio,
no podemos ignorar sin mas la realidad de los espiritus malignos. En el Padre
Nuestro, Jesus nos ensefid a orar: "Libranos del mal". No nos habria ensefiado esta
oracion si el mal no fuera real.

Al mismo tiempo, no debemos obsesionarnos con los demonios ni imaginar que
todos los problemas son causados por ellos. La Iglesia ensefia que Cristo es
infinitamente mas poderoso que Satands. El centro del Evangelio no es el poder del
mal, sino la victoria de Cristo sobre el mal.

La batalla cotidiana contra el mal tiene lugar en nuestros corazones cada dia.
Siempre que cedemos al odio, los celos, el resentimiento, los chismes, el orgullo, el
juicio o el egoismo, permitimos que el espiritu del mal influya en nuestros
pensamientos y acciones. Siempre que elegimos el perdon, la bondad, la humildad,
la verdad y el amor, permitimos que el Espiritu Santo nos guie. Por tanto, la pregunta
no es si el mal existe, sino: ;que espiritu guia mi vida hoy? ;Es el Espiritu de Cristo,
que me conduce a la compasion, la misericordia y la santidad? ;O estoy permitiendo
que la negatividad, la ira y el egoismo tomen el control?

La buena noticia del Evangelio de hoy es que Jesus ha dado a su Iglesia el poder de
vencer al mal. A través de la oracion, los sacramentos, la Palabra de Dios y una vida
de fe, podemos vivir en la libertad de los hijos de Dios. Pidamos hoy al Sefor:
"Jests, protégeme del mal y lléllename de tu Espiritu Santo".

Empieza por el "Israel" que Dios te ha dado.

En el Evangelio de hoy, Jesus dice a los apostoles: "Id mds bien a las ovejas perdidas
de la casa de Israel". A primera vista, esto resulta sorprendente. ;Por qué no
enviarlos inmediatamente a todos? Mas tarde, tras la Resurreccion, Jesus si les
mandari ir a todas las naciones. Pero primero, los envia a su propio pueblo.

Aqui hay una ensefianza para nosotros. En toda vida hay un &mbito conocido y otro
desconocido. Antes de intentar cambiar el mundo entero, Dios nos pide que
comencemos por las personas mas cercanas a nosotros: nuestra familia, nuestros



parientes, nuestros vecinos, nuestro lugar de trabajo, nuestra parroquia. Ese es
nuestro "Israel".

A veces tenemos afan por corregir a desconocidos mientras descuidamos a aquellos
que Dios ya ha confiado a nuestro cuidado. Jests dice: empieza donde estas. Sé
testigo de fe, bondad, perdén y caridad primero en tu propio circulo.

Hay otra ensefianza. Jesus les dice que no entren en territorio samaritano en esta
etapa. Espiritualmente, esto nos recuerda que no debemos precipitarnos a juzgar
situaciones que no comprendemos. Muchas veces criticamos a las personas sin
conocer sus luchas, heridas o circunstancias. Entramos en territorios que
desconocemos.

Antes de juzgar a los demas, debemos aprender humildad. Solo Dios ve el panorama
completo. En lugar de criticas, ofrezcamos comprension; en lugar de condena,
ofrezcamos oracion.

Cuando los apostoles fueron fieles a su mision en Israel, Jesus mas tarde les confid
el mundo entero. Lo mismo ocurre con nosotros. Si somos fieles en el pequeno
circulo que Dios nos ha dado hoy, El abrird puertas mas grandes manana.

Asi que preguntémonos: ;Quiénes son las "ovejas perdidas" en mi propio Israel —
mi familia, mi comunidad, mi lugar de trabajo—? Quizas Jestus me esté enviando a
ellas primero. Antes de llegar a los confines de la tierra, permiteme comenzar con
las personas que Dios ya ha puesto en mi vida. Que el Sagrado Corazon de Jesus,
rebosante de misericordia y compasion, transforme nuestros corazones. Que
aprendamos a ver a cada persona como Jesus la ve y nos convirtamos en
instrumentos de su amor en el mundo. Amén.



