Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time A, Matthew 22:1-14,
The parable of the wedding banquet and the wedding garment.

At first, this Gospel seems to be one parable, but actually, there are two closely
connected parables here: the parable of the wedding banquet and the parable of the
wedding garment. Both invite us to examine our response to God's invitation. But
before we reflect on the deeper meaning, let us ask: What is a banquet?

A banquet is not simply an ordinary meal. It is something special—a festive
occasion, a social celebration, an opportunity for people to come together. At a
banquet, we meet old friends, make new friendships, and sometimes even reconcile
with people with whom we may have had difficulties. There is an abundance of food,
prepared especially for the occasion. Everything communicates celebration, joy,
relationship, and communion.

Eating and sharing a meal are very important in Jewish tradition. In fact, we can say
that two important meals surround the earthly life of Jesus: the wedding feast at Cana
at the beginning of His public ministry and the Last Supper before His Passion and
death. Jesus Himself frequently gathered people around a table. The table became a
place of friendship, reconciliation, forgiveness, and communion.

Therefore, when someone invites us to a special banquet, our presence matters. If
we are invited to someone's home for a special dinner and, without any serious
reason, we come to the table and then simply walk away without eating, it could be
understood as disrespect toward the person who invited us. The invitation is not
merely about food. It is about relationship. To accept the invitation is to accept the
person who invited us. That is why today's Gospel is so powerful. God is inviting
us—not merely to a meal, but to communion with Him. He prepares a banquet for
us. And for us Catholics, that banquet becomes especially real in the Eucharist.

Let us reflect on today’s Gospel, the parable of the wedding banquet. A king prepared
a great banquet for his son’s wedding. He invited many guests, but they refused to
come. The king sent another invitation, reminding them that everything was ready.
But instead of accepting the invitation, they ignored it. Some went to their farms and
businesses, while others mistreated and even killed the servants who came to invite
them. The king became furious, and eventually he opened the banquet to others—to
people who had not originally been invited.



At first, this story may sound exaggerated. Why would people refuse an invitation
from a king? And why would they mistreat and even kill the servants who brought
such an invitation? These things would hardly happen in an ordinary situation.

But we have to understand the cultural background of the story. In Jewish tradition,
it was common for important celebrations, especially weddings, to involve two
invitations. The first invitation announced that the wedding would take place at a
certain time of the year—perhaps in the spring, summer, or fall. Then, once the date
and time were fixed and everything was prepared, a second invitation was sent to
the guests, telling them that the banquet was ready and inviting them to come.

So imagine receiving an invitation from a king. How precious would that invitation
be? It would be considered a great honor and privilege. Suppose, for example, that
tomorrow you received an invitation from the White House to attend a banquet with
the President of the United States. Would you say, “Let me check my calendar. [ will
think about it and let you know”? No! Most of us would accept immediately. We
would consider it a tremendous honor.

But in the Gospel, the people receive an invitation from the king, and they refuse.
Not only do they refuse, but they ignore and mistreat the messengers. Matthew i1s
deliberately presenting this story in a dramatic and exaggerated way because he
wants to communicate something very important about Jesus.

Matthew wrote his Gospel around 85 A.D., after the destruction of Jerusalem and
the Temple in the year 70 A.D. He is presenting Jesus as the Messiah, the Christ sent
by God. God repeatedly invited his chosen people to recognize and accept Jesus.
God sent his messengers and prophets. Finally, he sent his own Son. But instead of
accepting him, many rejected him, mistreated him, and ultimately Jesus was killed.

And Matthew's community was living with the painful memory of what had
happened to Jerusalem. The Romans had come and destroyed the Temple—the most
sacred place for the Jewish people. For Matthew, this historical tragedy became part
of the theological message of the Gospel: when the chosen people rejected the
invitation of God, the invitation was extended to others.

That is why the king says, in effect, “Go out into the streets and invite everyone you
find.” The banquet is now opened to those who were not originally considered part
of the chosen people—the Gentiles, the pagans, and people from every nation. This



becomes a beautiful image of the new movement we call Christianity: the invitation
of God is no longer limited to one particular people. It is extended to everyone.

But there is one more important question for us: How do we respond when God
invites us? Every one of us receives God's invitation. Every Sunday, when we come
to the Eucharist, we are responding to that invitation. God invites us to his banquet,
to communion with him, to a relationship with him. The danger is that we can
become like those people in the parable. We can become too busy with our farms,
our businesses, our schedules, our possessions, and our daily concerns. We may say,
“I have something else to do. I don't have time.” The invitation is there, but we keep
postponing our response. The Gospel reminds us today that God's invitation is a great
privilege. He does not need us, but he invites us. He wants us to share in his joy, his
life, and his kingdom.

Therefore, let us not take God's invitation for granted. Let us recognize the honor
and privilege of being invited to the Lord's banquet. And when God calls us, may we
not say, “I will think about it.” May we have the courage and faith to say, “Yes, Lord.
I accept your invitation.”

The second part of today’s Gospel is the parable of the wedding garment. For many
people, this part of the parable can be shocking and even disturbing. We may ask:
Why is the king so harsh? Why does he throw this man out? Is God really like this?

We have to remember that this is an allegory, using exaggerated language to make a
spiritual truth very clear. The wedding garment is a symbol of preparedness,
readiness, dignity, and our willingness to enter into communion with Christ. Think
about what happens at Baptism. After the child is baptized, the priest gives a white
garment and says that this white garment is a sign of Christian dignity. The parents
and godparents are reminded to help the child keep that dignity unstained until
eternal life. That white garment represents our Christian life. It is not simply
something we wear on the outside. It represents what is happening inside our hearts.

In the parable, the king invites everyone to the wedding banquet. Notice something
beautiful: he does not ask first whether they are good or bad. The Gospel says that
the servants gathered “all whom they found, both good and bad.” This tells us
something about God. God gives us an invitation even when we are unworthy. He
gives us another chance. He does not wait until our life is perfect before calling us.



He invites sinners and saints, the strong and the weak, those who have succeeded
and those who have failed. But there is one expectation: when we accept the
invitation, we must take the invitation seriously.

The man without the wedding garment accepted the invitation, but he did not prepare
himself. He came to the banquet, but he was not ready to enter into the spirit of the
celebration. And this can happen to us. We can come to Mass every Sunday. We can
receive the sacraments. We can say our prayers. We can participate in different
religious activities. But we have to ask ourselves: Am I really accepting Jesus into
my life? Am I allowing Jesus to change me? Being present physically is not enough.
Christian faith is not simply about fulfilling an obligation. It is about a relationship
with Jesus Christ. Perhaps the most important question today is: Am I taking Jesus
seriously?

Sometimes we complain, “Why doesn't God answer my prayer? Why doesn't God
act in my life? Why doesn't God help me?” But perhaps we need to ask another
question: Have I given God a chance to act in my life? If I never open my heart to
him, if I never change my attitude, if I continue living exactly as I want, how can I
expect Christ to transform my life?

Dear brothers and sisters, if we do not take Jesus seriously, we should not be
surprised when our faith produces little fruit in our lives. The invitation has already
been given. The banquet is ready. Christ is calling us. Now the question is: What
kind of garment are we wearing? Are we wearing the garment of faith, forgiveness,
love, humility, and readiness to follow Christ? Or are we simply wearing the outward
appearance of a Christian while our heart remains far from him?

Let us take Jesus seriously. Let us accept his invitation not merely with our lips, but
with our lives. And when we truly take Christ seriously, we discover something
wonderful: he has been taking us seriously all along. Amen.



XXVIII Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario (Ciclo A), Mateo 22, 1-14:

La parabola del banquete de bodas v el traje de fiesta.

A primera vista, este Evangelio parece una sola parabola, pero en realidad contiene dos parabolas
estrechamente relacionadas: la del banquete de bodas y la del traje de fiesta. Ambas nos invitan a
examinar nuestra respuesta a la invitacion de Dios. Pero antes de reflexionar sobre su significado
mas profundo, preguntémonos: ;qué es un banquete?

Un banquete no es simplemente una comida comun. Es algo especial: una ocasion festiva, una
celebracion social, una oportunidad para que las personas se reunan. En un banquete nos
reencontramos con viejos amigos, entablamos nuevas amistades y, a veces, incluso nos
reconciliamos con personas con las que habiamos tenido dificultades. Hay abundancia de comida,
preparada especialmente para la ocasion. Todo transmite celebracion, alegria, vinculo y comunion.

Comer y compartir una comida son actos muy importantes en la tradicion judia. De hecho,
podemos decir que dos comidas importantes enmarcan la vida terrenal de Jesus: las bodas de Cana,
al comienzo de su ministerio publico, y la Ultima Cena, antes de su Pasiéon y muerte. Jestis mismo
reunia frecuentemente a la gente en torno a una mesa. La mesa se convertia en un lugar de amistad,
reconciliacion, perdén y comunion.

Por eso, cuando alguien nos invita a un banquete especial, nuestra presencia es importante. Si nos
invitan a una cena especial en casa de alguien y, sin motivo grave, nos acercamos a la mesa pero
nos marchamos sin comer, podria interpretarse como una falta de respeto hacia quien nos invito.
La invitacion no trata simplemente de comida; trata de relaciones. Aceptar la invitacion significa
aceptar a la persona que nos invit6. Por eso el Evangelio de hoy es tan poderoso. Dios nos invita,
no solo a una comida, sino a la comunién con El. El prepara un banquete para nosotros. Y para
nosotros, los catélicos, ese banquete se hace especialmente real en la Eucaristia.

Reflexionemos sobre el Evangelio de hoy: la parabola del banquete de bodas. Un rey prepard un
gran banquete para la boda de su hijo. Invité a muchos comensales, pero ellos se negaron a asistir.
El rey envi6 otra invitacion, recordandoles que todo estaba listo. Pero, en lugar de aceptar la
invitacion, la ignoraron. Algunos se fueron a sus granjas y negocios, mientras que otros maltrataron
e incluso mataron a los siervos que habian ido a invitarlos. El rey se enfureci6 y, finalmente, abrié
el banquete a otras personas: a aquellas que no habian sido invitadas originalmente.

A primera vista, esta historia puede parecer exagerada. ;Por qué alguien rechazaria la invitacion
de un rey? ;Y por qué maltratarian o incluso matarian a los siervos que llevaban tal invitacion? Es
dificil imaginar que algo asi ocurriera en una situacion cotidiana.

Sin embargo, debemos comprender el contexto cultural de la historia. En la tradicion judia, era
habitual que las celebraciones importantes, especialmente las bodas, incluyeran dos invitaciones.
La primera anunciaba que la boda tendria lugar en una época determinada del afio (quizas en
primavera, verano u otofio). Luego, una vez fijada la fecha y la hora y preparado todo, se enviaba



una segunda invitacion a los invitados para comunicarles que el banquete estaba listo e invitarlos
a asistir.

Imaginese, pues, que recibe una invitacion de un rey. ;Qué valor tendria esa invitacion? Se
consideraria un gran honor y privilegio. Supongamos, por ejemplo, que mafiana recibiera una
invitacion de la Casa Blanca para asistir a un banquete con el presidente de los Estados Unidos.
(Diria usted: «Déjeme consultar mi agenda; lo pensaré y le avisaré»? No! La mayoria de nosotros
aceptariamos de inmediato. Lo considerariamos un honor inmenso.

Pero en el Evangelio, la gente recibe una invitacion del rey y la rechaza. No solo la rechazan, sino
que ignoran y maltratan a los mensajeros. Mateo presenta esta historia de manera deliberadamente
dramatica y exagerada porque desea transmitir algo muy importante acerca de Jesus.

Mateo escribi6 su Evangelio alrededor del afio 85 d. C., después de la destruccion de Jerusalén y
del Templo en el afio 70 d. C. Presenta a Jesis como el Mesias, el Cristo enviado por Dios. Dios
invit6 repetidamente a su pueblo elegido a reconocer y aceptar a Jesus. Dios envio a sus mensajeros
y profetas. Finalmente, envi6 a su propio Hijo. Pero, en lugar de aceptarlo, muchos lo rechazaron
y lo maltrataron; finalmente, Jesus fue asesinado.

La comunidad de Mateo vivia con el doloroso recuerdo de lo que habia sucedido en Jerusalén. Los
romanos habian llegado y destruido el Templo, el lugar mas sagrado para el pueblo judio. Para
Mateo, esta tragedia historica pas6 a formar parte del mensaje teoldgico del Evangelio: cuando el
pueblo elegido rechaz6 la invitacion de Dios, dicha invitacion se hizo extensiva a otros.

Por eso el rey dice, en esencia: «Salgan a las calles e inviten a todos los que encuentren». El
banquete queda asi abierto a quienes originalmente no se consideraban parte del pueblo elegido:
los gentiles, los paganos y personas de todas las naciones. Esto se convierte en una hermosa imagen
del nuevo movimiento que llamamos cristianismo: la invitacién de Dios ya no se limita a un pueblo
en particular. Se extiende a todos.

Pero hay una pregunta mas importante para nosotros: ;Cdémo respondemos cuando Dios nos
invita? Cada uno de nosotros recibe la invitacion de Dios. Cada domingo, cuando acudimos a la
Eucaristia, estamos respondiendo a esa invitacion. Dios nos invita a su banquete, a la comunién
con El, a una relacion con El. El peligro es que podemos llegar a ser como aquellas personas de la
parabola. Podemos estar demasiado ocupados con nuestras granjas, nuestros negocios, nuestros
horarios, nuestras posesiones y nuestras preocupaciones cotidianas. Podemos decir: "Tengo otra
cosa que hacer. No tengo tiempo". La invitacién estd ahi, pero seguimos posponiendo nuestra
respuesta. El Evangelio nos recuerda hoy que la invitaciéon de Dios es un gran privilegio. El no nos
necesita, pero nos invita. Quiere que participemos de su alegria, de su vida y de su reino.

Por lo tanto, no demos por sentada la invitacion de Dios. Reconozcamos el honor y el privilegio
de ser invitados al banquete del Sefior. Y cuando Dios nos llame, que no digamos: "Lo pensaré".
Que tengamos el valor y la fe para decir: "Si, Sefior. Acepto tu invitacion".



La segunda parte del Evangelio de hoy es la parabola del traje de boda. Para muchas personas, esta
parte de la parabola puede resultar impactante e incluso inquietante. Podemos preguntarnos: ;Por
qué el rey es tan severo? ;Por qué expulsa a este hombre? ;Es Dios realmente asi?

Debemos recordar que se trata de una alegoria que utiliza un lenguaje exagerado para dejar muy
clara una verdad espiritual. El traje de boda es un simbolo de preparacion, disposicion, dignidad y
de nuestra voluntad de entrar en comunién con Cristo. Pensemos en lo que sucede en el Bautismo.
Después de que el nifio es bautizado, el sacerdote le entrega una vestidura blanca y dice que esta
vestidura blanca es signo de la dignidad cristiana. Se recuerda a los padres y padrinos que deben
ayudar al niflo a mantener esa dignidad sin mancha hasta la vida eterna. Esa vestidura blanca
representa nuestra vida cristiana. No es simplemente algo que llevamos puesto por fuera;
representa lo que sucede en el interior de nuestros corazones.

En la parabola, el rey invita a todos al banquete de bodas. Noten algo hermoso: no pregunta
primero si son buenos o malos. El Evangelio dice que los criados reunieron a «todos los que
encontraron, malos y buenos». Esto nos dice algo sobre Dios: El nos invita incluso cuando no
somos dignos; nos da una nueva oportunidad. No espera a que nuestra vida sea perfecta para
llamarnos. Invita a pecadores y santos, a fuertes y débiles, a quienes han triunfado y a quienes han
fracasado. Pero hay una condicion: al aceptar la invitacion, debemos tomarla en serio.

El hombre que no llevaba el traje de boda acepto la invitacion, pero no se prepard. Acudio al
banquete, pero no estaba dispuesto a participar del espiritu de la celebracion. Y esto nos puede
pasar a nosotros. Podemos asistir a Misa cada domingo, recibir los sacramentos, rezar y participar
en diversas actividades religiosas. Pero debemos preguntarnos: ;Estoy realmente aceptando a
Jests en mi vida? ;Estoy permitiendo que Jesus me transforme? La presencia fisica no basta. La
fe cristiana no consiste simplemente en cumplir una obligacion; se trata de una relacion con
Jesucristo. Quizas la pregunta mas importante hoy sea: ;Me estoy tomando a Jesus en serio?

A veces nos quejamos: “; Por qué Dios no responde a mi oracion? ;jPor qué Dios no actua en mi
vida? ;Por qué Dios no me ayuda?”. Pero tal vez debamos plantearnos otra pregunta: ;Le he dado
a Dios la oportunidad de actuar en mi vida? Si nunca le abro mi corazdn, si nunca cambio mi
actitud, si sigo viviendo exactamente como quiero, ;como puedo esperar que Cristo transforme mi
vida?

Queridos hermanos y hermanas, si no tomamos a Jesus en serio, no debemos sorprendernos cuando
nuestra fe dé poco fruto en nuestras vidas. La invitacion ya ha sido hecha. El banquete esta listo.
Cristo nos llama. Ahora bien, la pregunta es: ;qué clase de vestidura llevamos puesta? ; Vestimos
la prenda de la fe, el perdén, el amor, la humildad y la disposicion a seguir a Cristo? ;O
simplemente mostramos la apariencia externa de un cristiano mientras nuestro corazon permanece
lejos de El?



Tomemos a Jesus en serio. Aceptemos su invitacion no solo con los labios, sino con nuestra vida.
Y cuando realmente tomamos a Cristo en serio, descubrimos algo maravilloso: El nos ha tomado
en serio todo el tiempo. Amén.



